MARIPOS

MENOPAUSE SPECIALISTS

THE GUIDE

Eating the same. Gaining anyway.

It isn’t willpower — menopause changes your metabolism itself, and there’s real
medicine for that now. This is how to think about weight, metabolism, and GLP-1s
without the hype.



You didn’t suddenly lose your discipline.

You're doing everything you used to do — maybe more — and the scale won’t cooperate. Then
someone tells you to just eat less and try harder, and you leave feeling smaller in every way that
matters. Here’s the truth no one hands you: your body changed, so the rules changed. These are
the things worth understanding, and how a specialist actually thinks about each one.

WHAT ACTUALLY CHANGED

Your metabolism didn’t just slow down. It rewired.

Estrogen is often filed away as a “sex hormone,” but in your metabolism it works more like a
thermostat and a traffic controller. It helps decide where your body stores fat, how sensitive your
cells are to insulin (the hormone that ushers sugar out of your blood and into cells), and how you
handle cholesterol and triglycerides. While estrogen is steady, the body tends to park fat on the
hips and thighs and stays relatively insulin-sensitive.

As estrogen falls through the menopause transition, that control loosens. Fat begins migrating to
the abdomen — and not the pinchable kind. It's visceral fat, the deeper fat packed around your
organs, and cells grow more insulin-resistant.! That distinction matters because visceral fat isn’t
inert padding; it's metabolically active tissue that pumps out inflammatory signals and worsens
insulin resistance further — a loop that feeds itself.? So the change you can see in the mirror is
the visible edge of a much larger shift in how your whole body handles energy.

WHY IT MATTERS

This is about your next thirty years, not your jeans.

Here’s the part almost no one explains. That constellation of changes — belly fat, rising blood
sugar, creeping blood pressure, shifting cholesterol — has a medical name: metabolic
syndrome. And it climbs steeply across menopause. Before menopause, roughly 1 in 7 women
have it; afterward, more than 1 in 2 — a three- to four-fold jump.2



Metabolic syndrome is the on-ramp to type 2 diabetes and to cardiovascular disease — which is
the leading cause of death in women, well ahead of any cancer.® That's why treating this well
isn’t vanity and isn’t about a dress size. It's one of the highest-leverage things you can do to
protect your heart, your energy, and your independence for the decades ahead. The reassuring
flip side: these are bendable curves. Caught and treated in this window, the trajectory changes.

WHY “EAT LESS, MOVE MORE” STOPPED WORKING

The same effort, a different result

“Eat less, move more” assumes the machine stays the same and only the fuel changes. But
menopause changed the machine. When cells resist insulin, more of what you eat gets shunted
into storage instead of burned. Muscle — your single largest sugar-burning tissue — quietly
declines with age and estrogen loss, so your engine runs smaller. And fragmented,
night-sweat-broken sleep raises cortisol and hunger hormones, nudging you toward exactly the
foods that make insulin resistance worse.

So the identical routine that kept your weight steady at forty produces a different outcome at fifty.
This isn’t a theory or an excuse — weight gain was among the single most commonly reported
symptoms in a Mayo Clinic study of nearly 5,000 midlife women.? If you've been quietly blaming
your discipline, you've been blaming the wrong thing. The honest starting point is that the rules
changed, so the plan has to change with them.

WHAT ACTUALLY HELPS

What actually moves the needle now

Protect your muscle first

Muscle is the metabolic engine — it burns sugar, improves insulin sensitivity, and protects the
strength and bones you’ll want in your seventies and eighties. Resistance training (weights,
bands, or hard bodyweight work) two to three times a week, paired with enough protein, is the
single most durable lever most women are never told about. It's the foundation everything else is
built on.



Feed the physiology you have now

This isn’'t another low-calorie diet. The goal is to steady blood sugar and preserve muscle:
enough protein to hold onto that muscle, fiber to blunt sugar spikes, and meals built around whole
foods rather than a number on an app. What matters is matching food to a more insulin-resistant
body — not eating less of everything and hoping.

Hormone therapy, where it fits

Because estrogen is part of what governs fat distribution and insulin sensitivity, hormone therapy
can be part of the metabolic picture for the right woman — not a weight-loss drug, but a way to
address one of the upstream drivers. Whether it fits you depends on your history and goals,
which is exactly the kind of thing a real evaluation is for.

GLP-1 medications — the honest version

Behind the headlines, GLP-1 medications work by mimicking a natural gut hormone that slows
digestion and quiets appetite signaling — so they can genuinely help when the metabolic shift
has outrun diet and exercise alone. But they're a tool, not a personality, and not the whole
answer. Used carelessly they can cost you muscle along with fat, which is the last thing a
menopausal body needs — so they belong inside a plan that protects muscle with protein and
strength work, for the right person at the right time.

Fix the sleep and the stress

Poor sleep and chronically high cortisol quietly sabotage everything above — and disrupted
sleep is one of the most common changes of this transition.* Treating the night sweats and
rebuilding sleep isn’t a side quest; it's part of the metabolic plan.

Which of these fit you, and in what order, is exactly what a first visit sorts out — matched to your
body, not to a slogan.

GET IT ACTUALLY LOOKED AT

“Your labs are normal” isn’t the end of the story

A fasting glucose sitting in the normal range can hide years of quietly rising insulin resistance
before it ever tips into diabetes. If your metabolism has changed, it's worth asking for a fuller
picture than a single number — a fasting insulin, an HbAlc (your three-month blood-sugar



average), a full lipid panel, and a thyroid check, since a sluggish thyroid both mimics and
compounds all of this.

You don’'t need to memorize the tests. You just need to know that “normal for the general
population” isn’t the same as “optimal for you,” and that a specialist should read your labs as a
whole — alongside your symptoms and history — instead of one value in isolation. See the Lab
Checklist -
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